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Edit rial
 t is a proud  privilege to wish Puja greetings to all the members of FIP as well 

as other photo lovers. Dashmi is on the 15th of October but pre Puja celebrations has 

already begun with endless shopping, special cooking and visiting friends and 

relatives.

It is also my privilege to congratulate the Team Distinctions : FIP led by Digwas 

Bellemane to have received over 250 applications for FIAP distinctions. 

Unconfirmed world records. The distinction team is working overtime to make sure 

that this time there is Zero regrets like the previous year.   

It is also my special privilege to congratulate the members of YPS, Bengaluru on 

achieving the 50th grand years of existence . YPS has been a high achiever from the 

very beginning and a source of inspiration for many other photo clubs of India. This 

issue of VF is dedicated to YPS with three separate articles.

FIP as a National body is concerned about safety of its members and the whole lot of 

people who are unsung heroes/heroines for the cause of photography. They just do 

not include the photo enthusiasts. But the porters, guides, drivers when on 

expedition and the whole lot of other support staffs who make it possible for you.

Similarly during an outdoor or indoor shoot the models, support staffs on floor, 

MUA all deserve our utmost respect and care. Without them our dreams will only 

be day dreams. 

Recently, two of India's most accomplished photographers lost their lives during a 

summit expedition in Spiti valley. Exact reasons behind the tragedy is still 

unknown to me but they both had suffered from Covid in recent past.

To all those who are planning for a high altitude expedition and have suffered a 

Covid infection in the last 18 months requiring Oxygen supplementation, ICU 

support or long hospitalization please consult a pulmonologist and undergo a 

pulmonary function test before embarking on such ventures .

Long Live FIP !

First group 27th, 28th, 29th January 2022
2nd Group 30th, 31st January and 1st February 3 Nights, 
only few dormitory seats are available now (6 Boat rides)

Third group 2nd, 3rd and 4th February 3 Nights (6 Boat rides)
Rs. 12000/- Per Pax on twin sharing basis. Dormitory Rs. 10000/- Per Pax.

Inclusive of all meals, morning and evening tea, 6 boat rides and daily access to jetty by auto.
Personal expenses like laundry, beverages and transport to and fro 

from railway station/airport are not included. 

NATURE WORKSHOP MANGLAZODI - 2022 (Mentor - Santosh Jana)
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Manju Vikas Sastry V, AFIP, Hon.APF, Hon.FGNG
Secretary, Youth Photographic Society, Bangalore



RAVISHING REFRACTIONS

Macro photography brings to mind a picture of the insect world, which has gained immense 
popularity as it is a genre which can be practiced throughout the year and in one's own garden. 

During the pandemic, like everything else, all genres of photography also took a beating due to 
travel and lockdown restrictions.  Macro became a rarity for many photographers who did not have 
the luxury of a backyard or a garden.  At this juncture, Macro photography using the technique of 
Refraction came as a boon which could be done at home, any time of the day, yielding very 
interesting pictures!  

Refraction refers to light passing from one medium and into another – which affects the speed and 
direction of the light, like when light passes through a prism, and the white light splits into the colors 
of the rainbow – that is refraction!

Some different kinds of Macro Refraction Photography are:

Prema Kakade
EFIAP, EFIP, cMoL, A.CPE,  Hon.PESGSPC, GPA.PESGSPC, Hon.CPE

Joint Secretary, Youth Photographic Society

Oil in Water ~ Macro Photography

GLASSWARE REFRACTION PHOTOGRAPHY DEW DROPS REFRACTION PHOTOGRAPHY

SOAP BUBBLE REFRACTION PHOTOGRAPHY
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Oil in Water Refraction Photography

In this article, I will concentrate in explaining how to do Oil in Water Refraction Photography.

Equipment and Set-up:

 • Camera with Macro Lens
 • Sturdy tripod
 • Flat bottom clear glass dish
 • Any object to prop up the glass dish
 • A colourful cloth and printed cards (greeting cards)
 • A torch or portable focus light
 • Cooking oil
 • Water

There are two ways of doing Macro Refraction Photography: Outdoor and Indoor

Outdoor Macro Refraction Photography:. 

As the name suggests, this is done outdoors.  The most important factor 
here is that it can be done only when the sun is directly above head, around 
noon.

On the terrace or anywhere outdoors, set up the tripod with the camera 
and macro lens fitted with the centre column inverted so that the lens faces 
the ground at a 90 degree angle.  Set the camera to ISO 100, f11 on aperture 
priority.  Place the glass dish on the props (around 6-8 inches above the 
ground).  Place the colourful printed fabric under the glass dish to work as 
the background.  Adjust height of the camera to match the focal length of 
the lens, above the glass dish  as shown in figure 1.  Pour some water into 
the glass dish and add about a spoonful of cooking oil to it and stir. Now set 
the focus on the oil globules and not on the fabric in the background.  Move 
the centre column higher or lower to get a clear focus of the oil globules and 
a blurred background of the colours in the fabric.  Take care to keep the 
camera parallel to the oil in water and most importantly be careful of 
knocking down the dish, which I did a couple of times ruining my 
favourite silk dress!  Select and compose a group of oil globules and make 
interesting pictures of the colourful fabric refraction seen in the oil 
globules as they swirl around in the water.

OUTDOOR MACRO REFRACTION

CHECKERED COSMOS
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SNUG

SHEER PINK     

Indoor Macro Refraction Photography:

This can be done any time of the day in a 
room which does not have sunlight 
streaming in. Indoor setup gives a different 
effect and one can spend hours making 
pictures provided you have a strong back.  
It is another matter that you may end up 
with a stiff neck and back but good things 
come with a little pain (read it as 'effort!').

Set up the camera and tripod as for out-
doors but in a darkened room as shown in 
the figure 2 Indoor Setup.  Increase ISO to 
400 and place a focus light on the ground to 
light up the colourful cards as shown in  
Fig 3 Indoor light setup.  Adjust the height 
of the camera by moving the centre rod 
higher or lower, again taking care not to 

COSMOS

topple the oil and water.  Once you are able to focus on the oil, move the focus light further away if 
the picture is overexposed or closer if underexposed. Experiment with different colours and objects 
such as flowers and small figurines placed under the dish on the coloured paper.  This genre gives a 
lot of freedom for artistic expression to get pictures with just a couple of sharp focused oil globules or 
soft focussed dreamy effect. 

The possibilities are endless to enjoy hours of Macro Refraction Photography at home!

FIG 2 INDOOR SETUP FIG 3 INDOOR LIGHT SETUP

14 VIEWFINDER OCTOBER, 2021



INDOOR MACRO REFRACTION 

ROYAL FLASK ROYAL RED

FRUIT N FLOWER DAISY
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MURALI SANTHANAM
Treasurer, YPS
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